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Gustav Holst; The Planet (Edward Gardener, National youth Orchestra)
The place was the Royal Albert Hall. The hall was packed to capacity as we entered. The audience was waiting with eager and utmost quiet with unmatched eager and curiosity for the orchestra to begin. The orchestra was already on stage, neatly arranged taking a circular shape. Perhaps this was because of the limited stage space available as it was a massive ensemble or was to bring as close the instruments as possible to each other for maximum effects. All the same, it was a beautiful structure and arrangement, pointing out the smooth and exemplary performance that was to ensue. Edward Gardner, leading the national youth orchestra together with CBSO youth chorus stood before them, neatly dressed in a dark suit, with a black tie falling perfectly in place on his white shirt. This was a live performance of the planets by the infamous Gustav Holst. As soon as they were ready, the leader swung in a gentle motion his baton with some defined rhythm and soon we heard the sounds coming out. Playing first was a section of the violin players, who were the majority in the group, striking their bows on the strings of their violin in some uniform moderato pace. The trombone players supplemented this from the other side, and the convergence was a sound of tension akin to the introduction sound of a twentieth-century fox movie. And this was the introduction to the first tune, Mars: The Bringer of war. The rhythm grew from low to high regarding pitch and volume, but the tempo was maintained. As the sound increased in volume, the French horn players channeled in magnificently, as their embouchure and their fingers changed at an exciting speed and turned on the valves. The tuba guy could be seen with pressure filled in his mouth, illustrating just how much energy was needed to introduce the bass of his instrument to the rhythm.  The trumpeters were just in time to get in while this went on. They picked and magnified the glory to an even higher notch, blowing the audience into ecstasy, but they remained quiet to enjoy also what was to come. The clarinet players joined last, and the effect was mind-blowing. In quick succession and a matter of seconds, the performance gave out a well-coordinated rhythm with the tempo now rising slightly. The drums could be heard though somewhat in the figure-ground, working with the tuba to provide the bass frame of the rhythm. I the middle occasionally, each instrument would appear to play in its way, bringing a difference, but the whole picture was of oneness.  At one point, all the devices would reduce their pitch giving way to the lead of the trumpets and the tuba. This was done alternatingly with others too as they played each Planet.
What fascinated me was the size of the orchestra and how it was able to maintain rhythm and flow unity all through the performance with no noticeable deviations. This I can say was the best orchestra I had ever attended, and I would not even think twice about attending a similar one.
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